$50 payments in mail 


Treasury Dept. has now begun 
mailing the special $50 payments 
authorized under the Tax Reduc- 
tion Act of 1975 [CONSUMER 
NEws: April 15]. 

These payments are going to 
persons who receive a_ regular 
benefit check—for the month of 
March 1975—under any of the fol- 
lowing programs: Social Security, 
Railroad Retirement or Supple- 
mental Security Income (SSI). 

Treasury estimates that the 
mailing should be completed by 
June 20. If you are entitled to a 
payment & it has not arrived by 
June 30, contact your local Social 
Security office or the nearest Rail- 
road Retirement Board office. 


FTC: tar & nicotine 


Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) has released its latest tests 
—dated March 1975—of tar & 
nicotine content of 136 varieties of 
American cigarettes. Of those 
tested, the tar content varied from 
2 to 31 milligrams; nicotine con- 
tent ranged from .2 to 2.2 milli- 
grams. For a free copy of test 
results, write to Legal & Public 
Records, Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, Washington, DC 20580. 


Back taxes to cost more 


If you owe the Federal Gov- 
ernment any money for past-due 
income taxes, now is a good time 
to pay up. Beginning July 1, de- 
linquent taxes will be assessed in- 
terest of 9%—way up from the 
current 6%. 


Cookies are cleared 


Food & Drug Administration 
(FDA) has examined 7 code lots 
of “Girl Scout Thin Mint Cookies,” 
including code 5034, made by 
Burry Division of Quaker Oats, & 
has not found glass or other de- 
fects in any of the products. 

To FDA’s knowledge, the only 
contamination verified to date is 
glass in one box of “Girl Scout 
Thin Mint Cookies,” code 5034. 
This problem was reported by a 
consumer to the State of Ohio 
Dept. of Agriculture on March 6. 

State of Ohio advises FDA 
it has now completed its eval- 
uation of the product, finds no 
defects beyond the one reported 
case & has no further interest in 
the product. On the basis of its 
own analysis to this time & infor- 
mation provided by Ohio authori- 
ties, FDA plans no further action. 
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More on » + > Condominiums 


Federal Trade Commission (FTC), in a 3-2 decision, has voted to sus- 
pend its investigation into condominum practices. The investigation, which 
was announced last summer [CONSUMER NEWS: July 15, 1974], was to 
determine whether condominum development companies are engaging in 
unfair practices such as requiring owners to rent swimming pools & other 
recreational facilities. FTC suspended the investigation because of cost 
problems & because the study was duplicating investigations by other Fed- 
eral agencies, including Housing & Urban Development Dept. (HUD). 


HUD, which is investigating potential abuses in condominium sales, 
held hearings on this subject in Washington, DC, & in Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
in February & March. By Aug. 21, HUD must report conclusions of its 
investigation to Congress. HUD may also recommend new legislation that 
would apply to future condominium transactions. Unfair practices that 
have already taken place in condominium transactions can be challenged 
only by FTC. When FTC announced its investigation of condominiums, 
it cited alleged unfair practices that included: 


@ Advertsing & promotional information that does not give the pros- 
pective buyer accurate facts about costs, fees, ownership & management. 

e Agreements under which certain companies must be hired to man- 
age the development or building, sometimes at excessive fees. 

e Long-term leases under which owners of condominiums must rent 


swimming pools, parking lots & even some parts of the grounds (some 
leases run as long as 99 years). 


More on % > % Aerosols 


A report by the staff of Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
recommends that CPSC not warn consumers against using aerosol sprays 
because there is not enough proof that they are hazardous. CPSC already 
has informed consumers—in a fact sheet, published August 1974—to take 


certain precautions when aerosol 


Jan. 15]. 


CPSC has postponed action on the staff report until it meets with 
inventors & industry representatives concerned with aerosols. The public 
meeting will be at 10 a.m. on May 9 in CPSC’s 6th floor conference room, 
1750 K St. NW, Washington, DC. 


Staff report was compiled in response to a petition—submitted by the 
Center for Science in the Public Interest, a Washington-based public in- 
terest group—asking CPSC to take a number of actions against aerosols. 
CPSC has also postponed action on the petition. Petition contended that 
aerosols present hazards because they may explode & because they leave 
toxic chemicals suspended in the air. Petition requested that, among other 
moves, CPSC should: 


using sprays [CONSUMER NEWS: 
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Recalls 


@ TIRES—Office of Consumer 
Affairs (OCA) announces that the 
following tire manufacturers have 
recalled tires with the serial num- 
bers listed below: 


Uniroyal Tire Co. recalls size 
L78-15/4+2 Fisk Super Safti 
Flight tires, serial number AMV- 
3FBR344. 

Uniroyal Tire Co. recalls size 
H70-15 (4 ply) Uniroyal Tiger 
Paw 70 tires of rayon/glass con- 
struction, produced in May 1970, 
serial numbers beginning with UN. 

B. F. Goodrich Tire Co. an- 
nounces recall of steel-belted radial 
snow tires, size HR78-15. Some of 
the tires were produced under the 
B. F. Goodrich Silvertown Trail- 
maker Radial Steel trade name, 
serial numbers BCVYL01304, 
BCVYL01324, BCVYL01334, 
BCVYL01344, BCVYL01354. Other 
tires were produced under the 
trade names of Hood, Diamond, 
Brunswick & Miller Radial Steel 
Traction; serial numbers BCVYL- 
0J304, BCVYLOJ324, BCVYLOJ- 
334, BCVYLOJ344, BCVYLOJ354. 


WHAT TO DO: In all cases, bring 
tires to dealers for free replace- 
ments. 


@ PIMIENTOS—Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA) announces 
the recall of 200,000 cans of pimi- 
entos because of underprocessing 
which could create a_ potential 
health hazard. Pimientos were can- 
ned in Spain by 2 companies, under 
3 brand names: “Pomona Sunshine 
Whole Pimientos” (Code #R.E.- 
2023, imported by Pomona Prod- 
ucts Corp., Griffin, GA); “Blue 
Plate Whole Pimientos” & “King 
Pharr Fire Roasted Whole Pimi- 
entos” (Code #R.E. 39,494, im- 
ported by Mercury Trade Inc., 
Jacksonville, FL). 


WHAT TO DO: Do not eat pi- 
mientos; do not throw them away. 
Return them to the store where 
purchased. 


@® SALAD DRESSING—Food 
& Drug Administration (FDA) an- 
nounces recall of 5 types of “Diet 
Tru” brand of low calorie salad 
dressing—French, Italian, Russian, 
Caesar & Thousand Island. All are 
manufactured by Pfeiffer’s Foods, 
Inc, Wilson, NY. All are put up in 
8-0z. bottles & are labeled “For 
Sugar Restricted Diets/Less Than 
4 Calories Per Teaspoon.” All lots 
recalled. Reason: Dressings con- 
tain sugar, although they are 
labeled for sugar restricted diets. 
WHAT TO DO: Return salad 
dressings to store where purchased. 
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In recent decisions of special interest to consumers, the Supreme Court 
took the following actions: 


@ Ruled that the state of New Hampshire’s tax on earnings of workers 
who commute to New Hampshire from nearby states is unconstitutional. 
Reasoning was that the commuting workers were being treated unfairly 
because New Hampshire does not require its own residents to pay a com- 
parable income tax. (Austin v. New Hampshire, Case +73-2060) 


@ Struck down a Georgia law that allowed a creditor to seize—by 
garnishment—a delinquent debtor’s property without giving the debtor 
an early hearing at which the creditor would have to demonstrate at least 
probable cause for garnishment. The court stated that the Georgia law 
did not provide debtors with the due-process protections which the Con- 
stitution guarantees to anyone faced with losing his life, liberty or prop- 
erty. (North Georgia Finishing Inc. v. Di-Chem Inc., Case +73-1121) 


® Let stand a Federal Trade Commission (FTC) order stating that 
the company producing Coors Beer must relax its restrictions on distrib- 
ution & pricing of its product. As a result, the company may not require 
its distributors to sell the beer only within a designated territory. (Adolph 
Coors Co. v. Federal Trade Commission, Case +74-128 & 74-609) 


@ Refused to delay the effective date (April 1) of new Federal regu- 
lations requiring sharp reduction in workers’ exposure to vinyl chloride 
gas, which has been linked to liver cancer. (Firestone Plastics Co. v. U.S. 
Dept. of Labor, Case +74-1185 [A-776]) [CONSUMER REGISTER: this issue] 


@ Refused to reinstate a court order which had set a 2-year deadline 
for Reserve Mining Co. to cease dumping wastes from its Silver Bay, MN, 


plant into Lake Superior. (Minnesota et al v. Reserve Mining Co. et al, 
Case +A-232 & A-262) 


® Upheld the authority of the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) 
to subpoena—in the course of an investigation—companies that it does not 


regulate. (Trans-Mark Services Inc. v. Interstate Commerce Commission, 
Case +74-833, 74-743, 74-762) 


Aerosols 


(continued from page 1) 


e Investigate safety of aerosol sprays, have ingredients tested at 
manufacturers’ expense & ban toxic & unsafe products; 

e Take interim safety measures (such as requiring child-proof pack- 
aging of all aerosols) until tests are completed; 

e Educate consumers concerning hazards of aerosols. 


In a related development, CPSC has ordered manufacturers to submit 
chemical formulas for 21,000 products, including aerosol sprays used in 
the home [CONSUMER REGISTER: this issue]. 


CPSC’s staff report is available from Office of the Secretary, Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207. Petition by 
the Center for Science in the Public Interest was published in Federal 
Register, Jan. 14, 1974, & was based on How Aerosol Sprays Can Affect 
Your Safety & Health, published by the center & available for $2 from the 
center, 1779 Church St. NW, Washington DC 20036. 
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FPC pushes program for natural gas 


Federal Power Commission (FPC) has released recommendations, 
growing out of a 4-year study of the natural gas industry, calling for 
“aggressive action” on a number of fronts to improve prospects for ade- 
quate service to consumers. 


The new publication declares that the keystone of a program to solve 
natural gas supply problems is the decontrol of new interstate gas prices 
at the wellhead, with adequate safeguards of the public interest. 


FPC recommends the following 8 actions: 
Deregulation of new natural gas wellhead prices. 
Adequate financing for the industry. 
Coordination & optimization of resource development on public lands. 
Conservation & efficient use of available gas. 
Establishment of optimum national energy balance among coal, oil, 
gas & electricity. 

e Orderly curtailment where required; & allocation of gas to highest 
priority end use. 

e Maintenance of proper balance between the need for energy & en- 
vironmental considerations; & greatly expanded government funding on 
energy research & development; & initiation of industry portion of national 
energy research & development program. 


Full text of the recommendations is available in a publication titled 
A Time for Decision & Action. For a single copy, write to Office of Public 
Information, Federal Power Commission, 825 N. Capitol St., NE, Washing- 
ten, DC 20426. 


New beef grades delayed 


Agriculture Dept.’s revised standards for quality grades of beef, 
scheduled to have gone into effect April 14 [CONSUMER REGISTER: March 
15, 1975 & Nov. 15, 1974] have been delayed for at least 45 days by a ruling 
of a U.S. Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals panel. The judge who headed the 
panel stated that “there is a serious question” as to whether Agriculture 
filed the proper economic impact statement on the new guidelines, as re- 
quired under an executive order [CONSUMER REGISTER: Jan. 15]. A trial 
is expected to involve the Independent Meat Packers Association of Omaha, 
which objected to the new standards. Consumer groups have also been 
objecting, in particular, to one change in the new grading standards— 
lowering the marbling requirement for “Choice” grade beef. This, they 
say, would result in higher prices for lower quality. 


HEW examines FDA’s approach to new drugs 


Health, Education & Welfare Dept. (HEW) has established a Review 
Panel on New Drug Regulation to study Food & Drug Administration’s 
(FDA) methods of regulating new drugs. The panel will submit a report 
& recommendations no later than Dec. 31. 


Among the points to be covered in the panel’s report: 

@ Recommendations for improving FDA’s process for approving & 
disapproving new drugs sold in the U.S. 

e An analysis of the involvement of consumers, industry & profes- 
sionals in FDA’s process for reviewing manufacturers’ applications for 
new drugs. 


May 1, 1975 


Typo on taxes 


Due to a typographical error, 
the article on the new Tax Reduc- 
tion Act in the Apr. 15 issue of 
CONSUMER NEWS incorrectly stated 
that the maximum standard deduc- 
tion on 1975 income taxes had been 
increased to 16% of adjusted gross 
income, up to $1,300 on an indi- 
vidual return. Correct figure is 
$2,300 on an individual return, 


Air conditioners 


Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) has ordered Fedders Corp. 
to stop making false claims of 
uniqueness for its air conditioners 
& to stop making unsubstantiated 
claims for certain performance 
characteristics, 


An FTC Administrative Law 
Judge had ruled that Fedders 
falsely advertised that (1) “re- 
serve cooling power” is a unique 
feature of its room air condi- 
tioners not found in other room air 
conditioners; (2) Fedders room air 
conditioners (compared with all 
other room air conditioners) have 
a significantly increased cooling 
capacity at high loading conditions 
under customary conditions of use; 
(3) Fedders had a reasonable basis 
for concluding that its product 
(compared with others) has in- 
creased cooling capacity. 


Recall 
@ LOBSTER BISQUE & CLAM 


tration (FDA) announces recalls 
of an estimated 11,000 cans of lob- 
ster bisque & 1,600 cans of clam 
bisque because the foods were un- 
derprocessed. This could result in 
growth of microorganisms in the 
cans, creating a potential health 
hazard. Foods were manufactured 
by A. M. Look Canning Co., Whit- 
ing, ME. Lobster products have 
codes beginning with “M”; if code 
has a second line, it is “00997.” 
Clam products have 1-line code be- 
ginning with “Q” or 2-line code 
beginning with “W”; second line 
is “00997.” Foods were packaged 
under the following brand names: 
Lobster & clam bisques—Atlan- 
tic Brand (A. M. Look Canning 
Co, East Machias, ME); Embassy 
Seafoods (Gloucester, MA); House 
of Stevens (R. E. Kimball Co., 
Amesbury, MA); Weathervane 
Farm (Weathervane Food Inc, Na- 
tick, MA). Lobster bisque only— 
Salt Water Farm (York Harbor, 
ME); Old Sturbridge, MA). 


WHAT TO DO: Return cans to 
store where purchased. Do not eat 
soup; do not throw it away. 
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New detergent labeling 


Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
has authorized an alternate method 
for manufacturers of household de- 
tergents to disclose the phosphorus 
content under their voluntary uni- 
form labeling programs. 


Under the voluntary labeling 
programs, announced by FTC in 
August 1973, phosphorus content 
statements generally take the fol- 
lowing form: 


PHOSPHORUS CONTENT 


This [name of brand] formula 
averages __% phos- 
phorus, in the form of phosphates, 
which is equivalent to —____ 


grams per peice Sees 
level. 


The alternate statement author- 
ized by FTC is: 


PHOSPHORUS CONTENT 


This [name of brand] formula 

contains not more than ______—% 

phosphorus, in the form of phos- 

phates, which is equivalent to 
grams per 

cup use level. 


The action was taken because of 
the possibility that, during a period 
of phosphate shortage, reductions 
below the “average” figure could 
become necessary. 


Federal publications 


The following publications are available from Consumer Information, 
Pueblo, CO 81009; make check payable to Superintendent of Documents. 
Finding the Best Day Care for Your Children (how to locate & evaluate 

day care services), published by Office of Child Development; +044C; 

30¢. 

Birth Control Methods for Family Planning (summarizes information 
about various methods of contraception), published by Health, Educa- 

tion & Welfare Dept.; +110C; 25¢. 

Reading the Labels on Apparel & Household Textiles (includes chart 
giving explanatory details for brief directions found on care labels), 
published by Agriculture Dept.; +048C; free. 

Firewood for Your Fireplace (getting a good buy on it & using it safely), 
published by Agriculture Dept.; +170C; 25¢. 

Tips for Motorists (suggestions for conserving gasoline), published by 
Federal Energy Administration; +078C; single copies free. 


Energy tips for your kitchen 


Cover all liquids stored in the refrigerator, especially if you have 
a frost-free model. Moisture is drawn into the air from uncovered 
liquids—thus making the refrigerator motor work harder. 


Use cold—not hot—water when you run your disposal. In addi- 
tion to saving energy that would be needed to heat the water, you 
will help get rid of grease. Cold grease solidifies & is most easily 
ground up & washed away. 


Keep your refrigerator & freezer well stocked, but not overfilled. 
The motor in a half empty refrigerator runs longer than in a full one; 
it must work harder to cool air space than to cool chilled foods. 
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